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keep as still as death with their eyes fixed on the fishermen;
but no woman with child may be among them, for if she
were there and looked at the water, the poison would at
Telepathy once lose its effect and the fish would escape.1    In the Kei
^s'an<^s>to t'ie south-west of New Guinea, as soon as a vessel
that is about to sail for a distant port has been launched,
the part of the beach on which it lay is covered as speedily
as possible with palm branches, and becomes sacred.    No
one  may thenceforth cross that spot till  the ship comes
home.    To cross it sooner would cause the vessel to perish.2
Moreover, all the time that the voyage lasts three or four
young girls, specially  chosen  for the  duty, are supposed
to  remain   in  sympathetic  connexion   with   the  mariners
and to contribute   by their behaviour  to the  safety and
success of the voyage.     On  no account, except for the
most   necessary  purpose,  may  they   quit  the  room that
has been  assigned to them.    More than that, so long as
the vessel is believed to be at sea they must remain abso-
lutely motionless, crouched on their mats with their hands
clasped  between their knees.    They  may not  turn   their
heads to the left or to the right or 'make any other move-
ment whatsoever.    If they did, it would  cause the boat
to pitch and toss; and they may not eat any sticky stuff,
such as rice  boiled  in  coco-nut   milk, for  the   stickiness
of the food would clog the passage of the boat through
the water.    When the sailors are supposed to have reached
their destination, the strictness of these rules is somewhat
.    relaxed; but during the whole time that the voyage lasts
the girls are forbidden to eat fish which have sharp bones
or stings, such as the sting-ray, lest  their friends at sea
should be involved in sharp, stinging trouble.8
Telepathy        Where beliefs like these prevail as to the sympathetic con-
m war"     nexion between friends at a distance, we need not wonder
that above everything else war, with its stern yet stirring
appeal to  some  of the deepest and tenderest of human
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